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it to an impressive and arresting chapter in the history of the agrarian 
movement which began in the United States with the granger agitation 
of the seventies. The role of historian of the nonpartisan league has 
been essayed during the current year by two writers, Herbert E. Gaston 
and Charles Edward Eussell, both of whom have been connected with 
the league in official capacities. The volume under review, by Mr. Gas- 
ton, presents a sympathetic account of the farmers' revolt and is written 
with a conscious restraint all the more remarkable because of the violent 
controversial literature which has hitherto formed our chief source of 
information regarding the merits and deficiencies of the movement. 

The author gives a satisfactory social and economic setting for the 
unrest of the North Dakota farmers, shows the development of the eco- 
nomic and political program of the league in North Dakota, traces the 
expansion of the organization into twelve other states, and presents a 
lively picture of the experiences and difficulties of the league during the 
recent war. His narrative is enlivened with characterizations of the 
leaders and of the enemies of the movement, and with interpretations 
of motives and social pressures which the historian can accept, for the 
present, only as interesting or plausible hypotheses. 

Much of the material in the book is a familiar story to anyone who 
has been following the career of the league in the current periodicals. 
Mr. Gaston's special contribution is perhaps found in his succinct de- 
scription of the methods employed in building up the league member- 
ship and in his account of the legislative tactics practiced by the league 
leaders. The phrase "An idea, a Ford, and $16" goes far toward ex- 
plaining the success of league organizers in winning members — that 
is, if the phrase carries with it the thought that the organizers were 
consciously applying to their task the principles of modern salesman- 
ship. The legislative strategy of the league reflects a careful study of 
the methods by which its hated enemy, "Big Biz," had carried through 
its measures in earlier days; these methods the league leaders have 
openly adopted and are applying with scientific efficiency to securing 
reforms desired by the mass of the population, the farmers. 

The last and least important chapter, entitled "Survey and forecast," 
betrays the zeal of the convert more clearly than any other portion of 
the book. 

Arthur M. Schlesinger 

The new civics. A textbook for secondary schools. By Roscoe Lewis 
Ashley. (New York: Macmillan company, 1918. 420 p. $1.20) 
It is a far cry from the old type of textbooks in civics that held sway 
only a few years ago to the new type that has recently come into exist- 
ence. The older books dealt with constitutions of states and the insti- 
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tutions of government under those constitutions, and contained absolute- 
ly nothing in the way of illustrations. They were, therefore, generally 
considered by the average high school pupil to be pretty dull and unin- 
teresting reading. The recent books are dealing with the problems of 
citizenship and are liberally illustrated with charts, graphs, and pictures. 
They are proving to be decidedly attractive and are doing much toward 
making the subject of civics one of the livest and most helpful sub- 
jects in the high school curriculum. The book under review is one of the 
best of this new type of books on civics. 

Like the older books on this subject, Mr. Ashley's New civics is divided 
into three parts. But instead of one part being devoted to local govern- 
ment, another to state government, and another to national government, 
as the old-time texts in civics were divided, this example of the new 
type devotes its three parts to citizenship and society, the government 
and the citizen, and some public activities, respectively. The chapters 
in the first part deal with citizenship, the education of the citizen, the 
American nation, civic organization, and the American home and family. 
Those in the second part are devoted to suffrage and elections, other 
means of popular control, civic liberty and public welfare, public finance, 
city government, state and county government, the national constitu- 
tion, and national government. Those in the third part have to do with 
public health and welfare, labor and industry, commerce, other business 
activities, territories and public lands, and foreign relations. 

Looking over the array of topics arranged under the chapter headings 
that have just been enumerated, one is likely to say with the author that 
"the field of the new civics seems at first glance to lack definite bound- 
aries." Here, in addition to the standard topics in civics, are a great 
variety of matters that have heretofore been counted as belonging ex- 
clusively to the fields of commerce, economics, and sociology. As yet the 
new civics is in the experimental stage. How much farther it will reach 
out into these fields and appropriate subject matter therefrom and 
adapt it to its own purposes, remains yet to be seen. Mr. Ashley has 
done a good piece of work in this attempt to broaden the study of civics 
and make it contribute all the more directly and effectively to the prep- 
aration of boys and girls for the duties of American citizenship. 

E. M. Violette 

Memories of Buffalo Bill. By his wife, Louisa Frederici Cody, in col- 
laboration with Courtney Kyley Cooper. (New York: D. Apple- 
ton and company, 1919. 326 p. $2.50 net) 
The adventures of Colonel W. F. Cody, "Buffalo Bill," as a buffalo 
hunter, Indian fighter, and originator of the "wild west" show have been 
told countless times and in various forms — from the melodramatic dime 



